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He was followed by Balthazar Calvo, a canon of Madrid. The Spanish multitude instinctively distrusted its aristocracy. In a democratic and largely a peasant priesthood, the peninsular patriots of the cottage and of the pavement found natural leaders whom they were prepared to follow with the same fidelity that fifteen years earlier had been displayed by the Paris mob towards Robespierre and Collot d'Herbois. The rising against the French at once became popular and as sanguinary as might have been expected in an age when the rabble in Southern Europe was excited and demoralised by bloodshed soaking the whole continent. Conspicuous among the official representatives of Spain in London at this period were Admiral Juan Ruiz de Apodaca, the Duke of Infantado, the Duke of Montellano, the Duke of San Carlos, and, as ckargt d'affaires till his arrival, the Chevalier Campuzano. To-day these may be names only, but though one or two of the number came a little after that period, the diplomatists now indicated, between 1808 and 1812, were in daily communication with the English Foreign Office, both under Canning and Castlereagh, On the other hand the men despatched during these critical years from Downing Street to Madrid were the pick of the service, John Hookham Frere, as we already know, not only possessed Canning's intimacy, but had not a little of the literary brilliance and versatility with which the diplomacy of the time sparkled. Richard Wellesley, at a later date to become successively Lord Cowley, the Marquis Wellesley, and head of the Foreign Office in 1808, succeeded Frere at the Madrid embassy ; after a short interval he was himself followed at Madrid by
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